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 East China Sea

 South China Sea



 Where

 East China Sea

 Senkaku – Diaoyu – Tiaoyutai

 Socotra Rock

 What

 EEZ

 China – South Korea and Japan

 What about Taiwan?

 UN Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

 East China Sea is 360 Nm wide

 200Nm is the EEZ (370Km)

 Why

 Fishing grounds - Shipping Route

 Discovery of Natural Resources

 Chunxiao Gas Field





 Archipelago – 5 islands & 3 Rocky crags

 Senkaku – Diaoyu – Tiaoyutai

 Rich fishing grounds – Shipping – Oil reserves

 Fishing Agreements – Senkaku outside of Chinese EEZ

 Controlled by Japan since 1895

 Treaty of Shimonoseki

 Terra Nullius

 1945-1972 – USA after WWII

 Treaty of San Francisco

 China disputes ‘Terra Nullius’ status

 Returned as was done of all conquests in 1945

 US Japan Security Treaty

 Japan purchases remaining 3 islands in 2012

 Shinzo Abe vows to defend Senkaku at all costs











AIR-ZONE DEMARCATION



CHINA – JAPAN – TAIWAN 





 Socotra – Ieodo/Parangdo – Suyan Rock

 149Kms from South Korea

 287Kms from China

 China stakes claim after UN changes in EEZ in 1996

 Korea has built the Ieodo Ocean Research Station

 Importance

 Korean Myths 

 Discovery of Natural Gas & Oil

 Fishing grounds

 Current Status

 Korea has included it in its EEZ

 ADIZ status over Socotra by Korea and China

 Japan has maintained a neutral stance on it

 Potential flashpoint on account of ADIZ - Jeju Naval Base









 South Korea – Japan Dispute

 Dokdo – South Korean 

 Takeshima – Japanese 

 Rich Fishing Grounds

 Historical Dispute

 Japan claims it  in 1905

 Annexes Korea in 1910

 World War II – Japan Loses

 Occupied by South Korea in 1954

 Recent Flashpoints

 Japan claim in Defence Reports

 Korean Prez visits Dokdo

 Takeshima Bread – Dokdo Bread

 US in the crosshairs











Japan

South Korea

China

Taiwan

 Tsushima

 Held by Japan

 Disputed by South Korea

 Naming of Sea of Japan

 Sea between SK & Japan

 SK wants it to be renamed 

 East Sea

 Parallel to Indian Ocean Region?



SOUTH CHINA SEA DISPUTES





S



Three key disputes

 Paracel

 Vietnam – China – Taiwan 

 Spratlys

 Vietnam – China – Malaysia –
Brunei – Philippines – Taiwan

 Scarborough Shoal

 Philippines – China 

 Other Disputes

 Pratas Islands

 Macclesfield Bank

 UNCLOS & EEZ Overlaps

 Nine Dash Line







 Nine Dash Line

 Cartographical Aggression

 Historical records cited

 EEZs impacted

 Large tracts of Sea – Many 
Islands

 become Chinese domain 
overnight

 Against International Laws



 Paracel

 Vietnam & Taiwan & China

 Amphitrite (North) –
China

 Crescent (South) – South 
Vietnam

 Pre 1974

 1957 – Transfer to China

 China claims Paracel

 1974

 Vietnam attacks

 China responds

 Occupies entire Paracel

 Post 1974

 Vietnam Unification

 Claims afresh



 Claimants

 China – Taiwan 

 Philippines – Brunei 

 Vietnam – Malaysia

 Reasons

 Hydrocarbons – Fishing –
Shipping

 Current Status

 China, Philippines – 8 each

 Vietnam – 29 & Malaysia – 5

 Brunei – 2 & Taiwan – 1

 2011 Agreement

 INS Airavat

 Taiwan, Tibet, South China 
Sea











 Claimants
 China – Philippines 

 Taiwan

 China
 870Km

 Philippines
 210 Km – EEZ

 Reason
 Fishing Grounds

 Hydrocarbons

 Chinese claim
 1279AD – Survey – ‘Nanhai’

 1947 – Nine Dash Line

 Minzhu Jiao – Huangyan

 Scarborough Standoff – 2012
 Chinese Embargo





 US base in Philippines

 Used extensively – Vietnam War

 1991

 Mt. Pinatubo explodes

 Subic Bay is affected

 American Fleet evacuates locals

 Friendship Treaty not ratified

 Subic Bay Base closes in 1992

 Current Status

 Philippines invites US to use the base

 Semi permanent base

 Forward base for operations in South 
China Sea









 3 year case

 Not much support from traditional allies

 United States

 Western Powers

 Benigno Aquino initiates proceedings

 Engaged world class lawyers

 China boycotts proceedings

 Cites UNCLOS Clause

 Says it has NO mandate to rule

 Mobilised support of 40 countries

 Threatens to withdraw from UNCLOS

 Lobbied court officials for judgment

 THE VERDICT

 Dismisses doctrine of  ‘HISTORIC RIGHTS’

 Nine-dash line incompatible with modern law

 NO historical evidence - claims NULLIFIED

 Violated sovereign rights of PHILLIPINES

 Criticises Chinese ‘RECLAMATION’ efforts

 Irreparable harm to maritime environment

 Bulk of claims – LOW TIDE features

 VERDICT is BINDING  ENFORCEMENT ??

 Chinese Reaction

 Ruling is NULL & VOID - Worthless piece of paper

 REALITY

 Huge Loss – Diplomatic isolation – Intl. Outlaw

 Path for more such cases



 China –Neighbors 14 (land) – 8 (Sea)

 Many disputes over land & sea

 Taiwan (Republic of China)

 Chinese Civil War – KMT – CPC

 Paracel Islands

 Spratlys

 Vietnam, Philippines, Brunei, 
Malaysia

 1968 Oil discovery – Bigger than 
Kuwait

 North Korea

 Yalu River

 India

 Aksai Chin

 South Tibet - Arunachal Pradesh 

 TAR – Tibet

 Annexed in 1950

 Autonomous status 

 Dalai Lama

 China Western Development

 70% Area 

 30% Population 

 20% GDP

 Mongolia



CHINA’S TERRITORIAL DISPUTES



–



–



MT. EVEREST





–



SECURING THE OIL SUPPLY CHAIN








