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2016
 Colombia-FARC Peace Deal
 Civil War

 Drug Cartels

 South Korean President Scandal
 Samsung involvement

 Impeachment

 Brazil impeaches President
 Corruption

 Fiscal Imprudence

 Umbrella Movement
 Democracy in HK

 Implications for Mainland



COLOMBIA – FARC PEACE DEAL
An Uncertain Peace



 Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia

 Guerrilla Movement – 1964

 Formed as a Marxist Leninist Peasant Force

 Funding

 Kidnap & Ransom - Illegal Mining

 Extortion & Taxation - Illegal Drugs

 Estimated at 10,000 fighters

 Timeline

 June 2016 – Ceasefire Accord

 25th Aug 2016 – Peace Deal

 To be ratified through referendum

 Referendum

 2nd Oct – Rejected

 Revised Peace Deal – 30th Nov



 1948 – Civil War

 La Violencia

 Conservative Vs. Liberal

 1958 – National Front

 AED – Accelerated Economic Devpt.

 Large Farms – Rural landless marginalised

 1961

 Marquetilla Attack - FARC formed

 Peace Talks – 1984

 1985 – Union Patriotica

 FARC about turn 

 Political Assassinations

 War breaks out - Hostage taking 

 Ingrid Betancourt

 Peace Talks

 Safe Haven - Alvaro Uribe – Manual Santos



 Distrust of FARC

 Andres Pastrana Peace Efforts 

 1998-2002

 Demilitarised Zone

 Castro-Chavismo

 Influence of Venezuela & Cuba

 Guerilla movement  Mainstream Politics

 Spectre of extreme Left Wing Politics

 Immunity from Prosecution

 Community Service

 Getting away with murder - Literally

 Human Rights Watch – Surrender of Justice

 Salaries for FARC fighters

 Opposition of Alvaro Uribe

 End Result – Peace deal rejected





All Pervasive Corruption





CONNECTING THE DOTS



 Park Gyeun Hye

 Corruption

 Cult Activities

 Influence Peddling

 Leak of Classified Documents

 1974

 Park’s mother killed

 Choi Tae-Min

 Korean Rasputin

 Church of Eternal Life

 Influenced Park - Wealth & Power

 Choi Soon Sil

 Apology

 "Regardless of what the reason may be, I am 
sorry that the scandal has caused national 
concern and I humbly apologise to the people."







 Bribery

 Accused of contributing $36Mn

 Recipient – Choi Soon Sil

 Why

 Secure Govt. backing for merger

 2 Samsung affiliates

 Cheil Industries – Samsung C&T

 Defense

 Not a bribe

 Contributed to Foundation

 Who Else?

 EIGHT Chaebols

 LG, Hyundai, Hanjin, Lotte, SK, CJ, Hanhwa

 Any positives??

 Impeachment





APPROVAL RATINGS



Brazilian Parliamentary Crisis



 Began in 2015

 One Year into her 2ND 4 Yr term

 Charges

 Criminal responsibility in discharge of duties

 Administrative misconduct

 Violation of Article 85 & Article 36

 Fiscal Pedalling

 Failing to act against Petrobras

 Operation Car Wash

 What is Article 85?

 What is Article 36?

 Result

 Impeached on 31st August 2016

 61-20 Vote – Guilty of breaking budgetary laws

 Surprise at the end of the tale!!



 Dilma Rousseff

 36th President – Brazil

 Board of Directors – Petrobras - 2003-2010

 President – 2010

 Presidential Elections – 2014

 Fragmented Political landscape

 Multiple parties – Fractured verdicts

 2015 – Low approval ratings

 Calls for impeachment – 37

 Only 1 accepted – Eduardo Cunha

 Operation Car Wash

 Corruption scandal involving Petrobras

 Directors raided – Political Involvement

 Favors to foreign companies

 Donations to Party/Individuals







Eduardo Cunha Renan Calheiros – Michel Temer



 Democracy in HongKong



 Status of Hong Kong?
 British Colony – 99 year lease – 1st July 1898

 Prospered under the British

 To revert to China in 1997

 Relationship with China?
 One country – 2 systems

 High degree of autonomy except Foreign & Defence Affairs

 Own legal system – Free speech & Assembly

 HK mini constitution called the Basic Law

 Chief Executive – Elected by 1200 member Election Committee

 What has changed?
 China’s promise of direct elections in 2017

 Aug 2014 – Voters to have a choice of 2-3 candidates selected by NC

 Current Election Committee to form NC – 50% of NC support required



 Fears
 China will use NC to screen out candidates it disapproves of

 HK will lose the freedom it enjoys – turn into mainland

 Who is leading the Pro-democracy debate?
 Occupy Central

 Hong Kong Federation of Students - Scholarism

 Umbrella movement – Adam Cotton on Twitter
 Non violent civil disobedience

 Street protests – Occupy Government buildings

 Is there a Pro-China movement?
 YES – Silent Majority for HK; Caring HK Power

 Why is China worried?
 Xinjiang – Tibet – HK - Tiananmen
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 Legislative Council – 70 seats

 Geographical Constituency – 35

 Functional Constituency – 35

 Direct Elections – 40 Seats

 4 Year Term

 2016-2020

 Council has a Pro-China Tilt

 Composition

 Pro-Democracy is gaining ground



 Rubbish Council

 Rubbish sounds like Legislative in Cantonese

 Not Representative

 Only 40 are elected

 30 are chosen by Business/Professional Groups

 Deep Divide

 Pro-Beijing Group

 DAB – Dubbed Shameless

 Pro-democracy Group

 Dubbed ‘Traitors to China’ – ‘Lackeys of US’

 CY Leung – Deeply Unpopular

 ABC – Anyone but CY

 Wolf – 689

 Lee Bo Case



Sixtus Leung –Yau Wai-Ching What Happened?

 Used derogatory slur during oath

 Case filed

 China intervenes (NPC)

 Threat to Territorial Integrity of China

 What is the Issue?

 Interpretation of Basic Law

 Who has the right to do so?

 China’s Interference in HK

 Curtailing individual freedoms




