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 WHO IS A POLITICIAN? 



 



 

Decline in morality or reflection of society? 



 

The real story 

• A society gets the politicians it deserves. 

• A politician is a product of the society he 
comes from and reflects it. 

• When we refuse to enter politics, we agree 
to be ruled by an inferior class of people. 

• Even if you don’t take interest in politicians, 
they take an interest in you. 



 

FREEDOM FIGHTER  
VS.  

TERRORIST 



 



 



 

Violence and Politics! 

• One man’s terrorist is another man’s 
freedom fighter 

• War is politics by another means 



 

Agenda 
1. Who is a politician? Politician vs. Terrorist? 

2. Nation Vs. Country 

3. Constitution of India 

4. Features of Our Polity/Major Issues/Ideologies 

5. Role of the Judiciary/Executive 

6. Power of the President/Governor 

7. The Semicircle of Economic, Religious and 
Political Thought 

8. Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha and the States 

9. Political parties, groupings, fronts and alliances 

10. National Parties 

11. Regional Parties 



 

Nation Vs. Country 
• What is a nation and what is a country? 

• India 
– One nation or one country? 

• Europe 
– One nation or one country? 

• India is a geographical term. It is no more a 
united nation than the Equator – Churchill 
– Mauryan, Gupta, Mughal Empires 

• Two Nation theory, Pakistan (Bangladesh) 

• Nationalists/Nationalism 

• Tamil Nation, Bengali Nation, Sikh Nation, 
Islamic Nation? 



 

• Yes! 

• Language movements & riots 

• Regionalism 

– Shiv Sena, MNS, DMK 

• Separatist movements 

– Kashmiri , Mizo, Naga, ULFA, Khalistan 

Could India have gone the European/Pakistan way? 



 

Could India have gone the European/Pakistan way? 



 

Could India have gone the European/Pakistan way? 



 

Old wounds opened? 



 

Further re-opened? 



 

2014 
 



 

One language one state  
vs.  

One state one language 



 

Identify! 

Potti Sriramulu 



 

India 2040: 
50 states 

& 8 Union 
Territories 



 

THE  
CONSTITUTION  

OF  
INDIA 



 



 

The Preamble to the Constitution 

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to 
constitute India into a SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens: 

JUSTICE, social, economic and political; 

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; 

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; 

and to promote among them all 

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual 

and the unity and integrity of the Nation; 

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty sixth day of 
November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO 
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION. 



 

The Preamble to the Constitution 

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to 
constitute India into a SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens: 

JUSTICE, social, economic and political; 

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; 

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; 

and to promote among them all 

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual 

and the unity and integrity of the Nation; 

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty sixth day of 
November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO 
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION. 



 

Important Terms 

• Sovereign, Democratic, Republic 

– Sovereignty lies in people unlike in a Kingdom ! 

• Socialist, Secular, Integrity 

– 42nd Amendment in 1976 

• Secure 

– Justice, Liberty and Equality 

• Promote 

– Fraternity 

• Unity and Integrity 



 

• Federal 

– Not mentioned in the preamble  

– Still a federal polity (actually Quasi-Federal) 

 

   

 
 
Power lies in a 
strong central 
government 
(UK, France,  
Spain, the 
Netherlands) 

 
 

Powerful states 
with a weak central 

government 
(Confederate 

States of America 
(1861-65), Russian 

Federation) 

  
 

Power sharing 
between states 

and center 
(USA, Germany, 

India) 

Features of our polity 

Unitary      Federal   Confederation 



 

• Federal Structure of Government 

– Devolution of power 

– Center  State  Local Self Governments 

– Local government  
• 73rd and 74th constitutional amendment 

• 1992 

• 3 Tier Panchayat system 
• Village (Gram) 

• Intermediate(Block/Tehsil/Taluka) 

• District (Zilla) 

• 3 types of municipalities 
• Nagar Panchayat (11K-25K) 

• Municipal Council (25K-100K) 

• Municipal Corporation (>100K) 

Features of our polity 



 

• Representative / Indirect Democracy 

– Has AAP gone for Direct Democracy in Delhi? 

– Will Mohalla Samitis will be another level of 
devolution? 

– Can technology introduce Direct democracy? 

• Universal Adult Franchise 

Features of our polity 



 

Features of our polity 
• Westminster style Parliamentary Democracy 

– Why not Presidential Style? 

• First past the post system in elections 

– Other systems? 

• Simple majority in legislature, 2/3rds in 
important issues. 

– Why? 

• Multi-Party System 

– What is one party system, two party system? 



 

Sovereign People 

Elected 
Legislature 

Executive Judiciary 

 



 

 



 

Power to the people! 

 



 

Power to the people! 

 



 

Dance of Indian Democracy! 



 

Checks and Balances – Why? 
• Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts 

absolutely - Lord Acton 
– Balancing Act 

• Constructive role of opposition too! 
– Shadow government in UK 

• Independent Bodies 
– Election Commissioner 

– CVC 

– UPSC Chairperson 

– CAG 

– RBI Governor 

– Judges of the Supreme Court 

– Lokpal 



 

Fourth Estate! 



 

Fourth Estate! 



 

Televised Parliament – New Paradigm 
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On the wrong side of the media! 



 

Paid Media? News Traders? 
Biased Media?  पे्रश्या? Presstitutes?  

 



 

1977 



 

2014 



 

• Internal party democracy 
– Primaries 

• Use of money power 
– Unrealistic cap on expenditure 

– Can a common man fight elections against big 
moneyed people? 

– State funding of elections? 

– Anonymous Donations 

– Foreign donations 

– Asset declaration 

– Now voters are looking for financial gains 

• Criminalisation of politics & use of muscle 
power 

Major Issues 



 

• Retirement Age 

– Youth in politics 

• Rise of SC/ST/OBCs/Women 

– SC – Political  Economic 

– OBC – Economic  Political 

• Media – Biased or not? 

• Social Media 

• Changing demographic profile of voters 

– Education, Age 

• Voter apathy 

Major Issues 



 

Major Issues 

• Youth apathy towards politics 

– Politics is the last refuge of the scoundrel 

– Politicians win elections by promising to the rich 
and poor to keep them out of the reach of the 
other 

– Politics makes strange bedfellows 

– Politics is the art of the possible 

– 90% politicians give the other 10% a bad name. 

• Exploitation of voter sentiments on 
religious, caste, ethnicity, language basis 



 

Rise of Social Media 



 

Selfie driven election? 



 

Rise of social media ! 



 

Rise of Social Media 



 

Religion plays a big role !!! 



 

Iftaar Daawat Anyone? 



 

Ganga Aarti Anyone? 



 

Ganga Snan Anyone? 



 

A visit to the Gurudwara! 



 

A visit to the Gurudwara! 



 

Going one step further! 



 

Going one step even further! 



 

And one more step further! 



 

Choose your ideology! 
Democracy 
Theocracy 
Bureaucracy 
Technocracy 
Ochlocracy 
Plutocracy 
Kleptocracy 
Adhocracy 
Autocracy 
Aristocracy 
Monarchy 
Diarchy OR Dyarchy 
Stratocracy 

 

Hierarchy 
Oligarchy 
Anarchy 
Parochialism 
Capitalism 
Communism 
Socialism 
Marxism 
Imperialism/Colonialism 
Hegemony 
Neo-Imperialism 
Egalitarianism 
Luddite 



 

ROLE OF THE JUDICIARY 



 

Role of the Judiciary 
• Independent judiciary 

– Appointed through a collegium; recently changed 
to National Judicial Appointments Commission but 
struck down by the SC. Matter in limbo! 

• Judicial Activism 
– Governance deficit? 
– Interference in policy making? 

• Supreme Court – Guardian of the Constitution 
– Judicial Review 
– Limited power of Judicial review with High Courts too 

• Ninth Schedule – immune from judicial review 
– Mainly used for Zamindari Abolition 
– Makes legislature supreme, however do read 

https://goo.gl/1rFUC5  

• Non-Elected Judges in India, unlike e.g. USA 

https://goo.gl/1rFUC5
https://goo.gl/1rFUC5
https://goo.gl/1rFUC5
https://goo.gl/1rFUC5


 

Judicial Activism 



 

Judicial Activism 

• Good or bad? 

– Positives 

– Negatives 



 

Identify ! 
1 2 3 

5 4 6 



 

Identify! 



 

Identify! 



 

Identify! 



 

Executive 

• Imagined as a steel frame 

• Pre-1991 – License-Permit-Quota-Babu Raj 

• Political interference 

• Part of the Neta-Babu-Seth nexus 

• Corruption 
– RTI 

– Citizen’s charter 

– Lokpal 

• Becoming more redundant 
– Technology Outsourcing – Passport, land records, IRCTC, E-tenders 



 

POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT/GOVERNOR 



 

Powers of the President/Governor 
• Envisioned as a Rubber stamp 

– Why? 

• Real Power during hung parliament/assemblies 

– Hence important during this era of coalition politics! 

• Pocket Veto 

– Gyani Zail Singh, Postal Bill 1986 

– APJ Abdul Kalam, Office of Profit Bill (perhaps came 
close to exercising it) 

• Coalition/Political Exigencies 

– Governors like Buta Singh, HR Bhardwaj 

– President Pratibha Patil 

• Dismissal of opposition led state governments 

– 1966-77 – 39 times by Congress, under Indira Gandhi 

– 1977-79 – 11 times by Opposition 



 

The Semicircle of Religious, Economic and Political Thought 

The 
Leftists 

The  
Rightists 

Centrists 

Congress 

BJP 

VHP/RSS 

Bajrang Dal 

Shiv Sena 

SIMI/Al-
Qaeda/Taliban/Nazis Maoists/Naxalites/MCC 

Third Front/SP/Janta Dal 

CPI 
CPI(M) 

ISIS/LTTE/Ranvir Sena 

Republicans (US) / 
Conservatives-Tories 

(UK) 

Labour (UK) / Democrats (US) 

MNS 

BSP 

Where is AAP on this chart? 



 

Indian Parliament – Lok Sabha 
• Total Number of seats - 545 
• Elections held for 543, 2 seats reserved for Anglo-

Indians 
• First past the post system of winning a seat 
• Simple Majority in Parliament 

– Magic Mark - 272 
• Seats to be distributed as per population after each 

census;  
– suspended since 1976 due to population 

distribution concerns. 
– delimitation carried out regularly 

• Reservation for SC (84 seats) and ST (47 seats) 
candidates  

• Proposed 33% Reservation for Women  



 

Identify! 

Sumitra Mahajan      and     M. Thambidurai 



 

Lok Sabha Seats and State Govts. 
• UP – 80 

• Maharashtra – 48 

• PB – 42 

• Bihar – 40 

• Tamil Nadu – 39 

• MP – 29 

• Karnataka – 28 

• Gujarat – 26 

• AP – 25 

• Rajasthan – 25 

• Odisha – 21 

• Kerala – 20 

• Telengana – 17 

• Assam – 14  



 



 

The final shape of the 16th Lok Sabha 



 

Indian Parliament – Rajya Sabha 
• Council of states; a maximum of 250 seats 

• 245 Seats currently, 233 elected, 12 
nominated. 

– Can you name a currently nominated member, 
other than Sachin Tendulkar? 

• Vice-President – Chairperson 

• Members elected/nominated for 6 years, 
with one third retiring every 2 years. 

– Ensures that balance of power in state 
legislatures is adequately reflected at the 
national level 

– Permanent body 



 

Rajya Sabha Seats 
State/UT Seats  

Uttar Pradesh  31 

Maharashtra  19 

Andhra Pradesh  18 

Tamil Nadu 18 

Bihar  16 

Paschim Banga  16 

Karnataka 12 

Gujarat 11 

Madhya Pradesh 11 

Odisha  11 

Rajasthan 10 

Kerala 9 

Assam 7 

State/UT Seats 

Punjab 7 

Chhattisgarh  6 

Jharkhand  6 

Haryana  5 

Jammu & Kashmir  4 

Himachal Pradesh  3 

Uttarakhand 3 

Delhi 3 

Arunachal Pradesh, 
Goa, Manipur, 
Meghalaya,  Mizoram,  
Nagaland, Puducherry,  
Sikkim, Tripura 

1 Each 



 

Chairperson & Vice Chairperson 

Hamid Ansari & PJ Kurien 



 

POLITICAL PARTIES, GROUPINGS, 
FRONTS AND ALLIANCES 



 

Members of the Union cabinet of India  
as on 31st January 1950 

   



 

ALLIANCES 



 

National Democratic Alliance (NDA) - 337 

• Bhartiya Janta Party – 280 

• Shiv Sena – 18 

• Telugu Desam - 16 

• Lok Janshakti Party - 6 

• Shiromani Akali Dal – 4 

• Others…. 



 

United Progressive Alliance (UPA) - 57 

• Congress - 45 

• Rashtriya Janta Dal – 4 

• Indian Union Muslim League – 2 

• Janta Dal (United) – 2 

• Others…. 



 

Third Front/United National Progressive Alliance 

Floating….!!! 

• Trinamool Congress 

• Dravida Munetra Kazagham 

• (CPI + CPM + Forward Bloc + RSP) – Left Front 

• All India Anna Dravida Munetra Kazagham  

• Janta Dal (Secular) 

• Biju Janta Dal 

• Others…. 



 

Third Front 



 

No permanent enemies or friends! 



 

No permanent enemies or friends! 



 

No permanent enemies or friends! 



 

No permanent enemies or friends! 



 

No permanent enemies or friends! 



 

No permanent enemies or friends! 



 

No permanent enemies or friends! 



 

No permanent enemies or friends! 



 

No permanent enemies or friends! 



 

No permanent enemies or friends! 



 

No permanent enemies or friends! 



 

Perspective 

• Politics makes strange bedfellows 

• Politics is the art of the possible 

• A week is a very long time in politics 



 

NATIONAL PARTIES 



 

Indian National Congress 



 

Indian National Congress 

• GOP 

• Founded 1885 – A.O. Hume 

• To serve as a safety valve – a pressure 
release mechanism through dialogue 
between the Indians and the British rulers 
after the 1857 “debacle” 

• Morphed into demand for more power 

• Moderates and Extremists (Naram Dal & 
Garam Dal) 



 

The First Indian National Congress 

 



 

Indian National Congress 
• Gandhi, Bose, Patel, Nehru led at various times 

• Non Co-operation Movement, Dandi March, Poorna 
Swarajya, Round Table Conference, Quit India 

• Independence and Nehru 

• Foreign Policy, Economic policies, Electoral 
victories, War with China 

• Morarji Desai, Shastri, War with Pakistan, Indira 
Gandhi 

• Syndicate and K Kamaraj – Kamaraj Plan, Kingmaker 

• Samyukt Vidhayak Dal Crisis 

• 1969 Presidential Elections 

• Split – Cong (I) and Cong (O) (Morarji Desai) 



 

Indian National Congress 

• Left-Right tendencies – Garibi Hatao, Soviet 
Union 

• Cong O  Later, merged into Janta Party in 
1977 

• India wins against Pakistan, Birth of Bangladesh 

• Rise of Autocracy and Sanjay Gandhi in the 
1970s 

• Widespread poverty, unrest, unemployment 

• Rise of JP – Back into politics - Sampoorna 
Kranti 

• Emergency 



 



 

Autocrat? 



 

Sampoorna Kranti Rally 5th June 1975 - Patna 



 

Who? 

Justice 
 Jagmohan 

Lal  
Sinha 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

1 

2 

3 4 

5 6 7 



 

Emergency 
Power 

Centers 



 

Emergency Power Centers 



 

Maruti Factory! 



 

Emergency – An Analysis 
• Rule of non-elected people, thus not 

responsible to anyone 

• Power centered, autocratic rule 

• Fear environment 

– Govt. offices worked! 

• Political imprisonments 

• Forcible sterilizations 

• MISA 



 

Who is she? 



 



 

Compulsory Sterilisation ! 



 

Indian National Congress 
• Regrouping during opposition rule 

• Support to Bhindrawale 

• Outside support to Charan Singh, Morarji 
Govt falls. 

• Back to power in 1980. 

• Death of Sanjay Gandhi 

• Khalistan and Punjab problem 

• Operation Bluestar 

• Assassination of Indira Gandhi 

• Anti-Sikh Riots 



 

Indira Gandhi 



 

Power of Democracy! 



 

Don’t underestimate the power of the common man ! 



 



 

Protest against Arrest 



 

Jarnail Singh Bhindrawale 



 



 



 

From left: Lt-Gen. (retd) K.S. Brar, Gen. K. Sundarji and Gen. 
A.S. Vaidya at the Golden Temple after Operation Bluestar in 
1984. Gen. Sundarji died in 1999. Gen. Vaidya was 
assassinated in 1986. Lt-Gen. Brar has been on the hit-list of 
militant organisations and was targeted in London in 2012. 



 



 

Assassination of Indira Gandhi 



 

Anti Sikh Riots 



 

Protests continue till date 



 



 

Indian National Congress 

• Rajiv Gandhi – Mr. Clean 
• Punjab, Assam accords 
• Foreign policy (Pakistan, Burma, China, USA, Sri Lanka) 
• Economic reforms 
• Shah Bano Case 

– Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) 
Act, 1986 

– Charges of Muslim appeasement 
• Ram Janmabhoomi opened 
• Scandals, Scams 

– Bofors 
– Fairfax 

• 1989 – Congress loses power 



 

Indian National Congress 

• Backs Chandrashekhar, VP Singh Govt falls 

• Haryana police spying case, support 
withdrawn 

• Fresh elections 

• Rajiv Gandhi assassinated 

• PV Narasimha Rao in power 

– Reforms, WTO 

– Scams 

• Sitaram Kesri 



 

Rajiv, Sonia and …..? 



 

Identify! 

Shah Bano 



 

 



 



 



 

Ottavio 
Quattrochi 



 

Election Campaigning in 1989 



 

Anti-Mandal Commission Protests 



 

Self-Immolation ! 



 



 

Rajiv Gandhi Assassination 



 

Rajiv Gandhi Assassination 



 

Rajiv Gandhi Funeral 



 



 



 



 

Indian National Congress 
• Out of power in three consecutive elections 

– 1996, 1998, 1999. 
• Appeals to Sonia force her out of 

retirement(?) in 1998 
• Back to power in 2004 
• Sonia Gandhi makes Manmohan Singh PM? 

– Why? 

• 2009  - Another victory with increased 
margin 

• 2014 – Rahul Gandhi leads. Congress loses 
power. 



 

The First Family of Indian Politics 



 

The First Family of Indian Politics 



 

The First Family of Indian Politics 



 

Some KHADI  
for  

Mrs. Gandhi 



 

Religious Trips are a part of the initiation to politics ! 



 

Electoral Victories – UPA I and UPA II 



 

No end to 
cartoons! 



 

No end to cartoons! 



 

No End  
to Cartoons ! 



 

No End to Cartoons! 



 

No End to Cartoons! 



 

The Reluctant Prince 



 



 

Future Prime Ministers? 

Miraya and Raihan 



 

 



 



 

No end to cartoons! 



 

No end to cartoons! 

 



 

No end to Cartoons! 



 

No end to cartoons! 



 

No End to Cartoons! 



 

No End to Cartoons! 



 

Identify! 



 

Prime Ministers all….Identify! 
1 

2 

3 

4 5 



 

Naughty Backbencers! 



 

 



 

 



 

Bhartiya Janta Party 



 

Bharatiya Janta Party 

• Born as Bhartiya Jana Sangha 

• Shyama Prasad Mukherjee – 1951 

• Death of SPM in 1953 in a Kashmir Jail 

• Deen Dayal Upadhaya – Gen Secy 1953-1968 

• Aligned with right wing Swatantra Party of C. 
Rajagopalachari 

• Merged with Congress (O), Bhartiya Lok Dal, 
Socialist Party of India (Raj Narain), Janta 
Morcha (of JP and Morarji Desai) in 1977 

• Split in 1980 and reborn as BJP 



 



 



 

1952     2003 



 



 



 

Janta Party 



 

Janta Party 



 

Bhartiya Janta Party 

• Ram Janmabhoomi Case – 1986 

• Bofors Scam 

• Post-Elections 1989 - Support of VP Singh’s 
Janta Dal from outside 

• Rathyatra 1990 – LK Advani 

• Arrested in Bihar by Lalu Yadav’s govt in Oct 
1990. 

• Support withdrawn – Govt. Falls 



 

Bhartiya Janta Party 

• Elections 1991 – In opposition 

• 6th Dec 1992 – Disputed Structure 
demolished 

• Advani, Uma Bharti charged…let 
off…charged…let off….charged…let off 



 



 



 

 



 

Various BJP Leaders 



 

Bhartiya Janta Party 
• 13 day govt…(1996) 
• 13 month govt… (1998-99) 
• 5 years (1999-2004) as part of the NDA. First non-

congress government to last full term. 
• Lahore bus and Kargil war 
• IC 814 Hijacking 
• Tehelka sting operation 
• Godhara train burning 
• Gujarat Riots 
• In opposition 2004-2014, as the largest constituent 

of the NDA 
• Back to power in 2014 
• First non-congress party ever in India, to hold power 

on its own. 



 

Tehelka Scandal ! 



 



 



 

Afzal Guru 



 

Godhra Train Burnt 



 

Riots 



 

BJP – Opinion Polariser 

• Non-secular credentials make it a pariah in 
“secular” politics 

• The Congress accuses BJP of being a 
fundamentalist outfit. The BJP accuses 
Congress of doing appeasement politics and 
being pseudo-secular 

• Problems with ex-allies like JD(U) - Nitish 
Kumar, BJD – Naveen Patnaik etc. 

• Even within BJP, opinion divided on leaders 
like Narendra Modi and Amit Shah. 



 



 



 



 



 



 

No end to cartoons! 

 



 



 

No end to cartoons! 



 

Sangh Parivar 

• RSS – Ideological Fountainhead 

• Started in 1925 

• Banned four times (British Rule, 1948-49, 
Emergency, 1992) 



 

One of the most powerful men in India! 



 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 



 

Sarsanghchalak 

• Sarsanghchalak 

1. Dr. Keshav Baliram Hedgevaar (1925-1940) 

2. Madhav Sadashiv Golvalkar (1940 – 1973) 

3. Madhukar Dattatreya Deoras (1973-93) 

4. Prof. Rajendra Singh (1993-2000) 

5. KS Sudarshan (2000-2009) 

6. Mohan Bhagwat (2009 – Present) 



 

Sangh Parivar 
• Vishwa Hindu Parishad 

• Bajrang Dal 

• Bhartiya Kisan Sangh 

• Bhartiya Mazdoor Sangh 

• Akhil Bhartiya Vidyarthi Parishad 

• Bhartiya Janta Yuva Morcha 

• Swadeshi Jagran Manch 

• Sewa Bharti 

• Bharat Tibet Maitri Sangh 

• Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh 

• Shiksha Bharati 

• Bhartiya Itihas Sankalna Kendra 



 

Left Front 

• 1925 (or 1920?) 

• Split into two main parts 

– CPI 

– CPI (Marxist) 

– Supporters of CPSU and CPC respectively in 
1960s 



 

Identify! 

SS Reddy            Sitaram Yechury 



 

Bahujan Samaj Party 
• BAMCEF – All India Backward and Minorities 

Communities Employees Federation – 1973 

• DS4 – Dalit Shoshit Samaj Sangharsh Samiti – 
1981 

• Bahujan Samaj Party – 1984 

– Initially anti- “upper” caste – तिलक, िराज़ू और 
िलवार; इनको मारो जिेू चार. 

– Still in alliance with BJP many times – a 
supposedly “upper” caste party! 

– Social Engineering – Brahmins and Dalits 

• Rivalry with SP  

 



 

1984 

 

 



 

BSP Leaders 



 

Dalit Prerna Sthals 



 

Statues ! 



 

Nationalist Congress Party 

• Split ostensibly over foreign origin of Sonia Gandhi 

• Sharad Pawar, Tariq Anwar. PA Sangma and Agatha 
Sangma – now estranged after Presidential Poll 2012. 

• On/off alliance with Congress. 



 

Activists turned politicians? 



 

Support to JP or Anna – Similar? 

Symptomatic of Disenchantment with politicians? 



 

Urban middle class angst only or wider/deeper reach? 



 

Delhi Elections! 



 



 

Lone Crusader, Maverick or Crazy? 

 



 

STATE PARTIES 



 

Federalism - Concerns 

• Misuse of Central Govt. power over State 
Govts. 

– President’s rule – Article 356 

– Dismissal of opposition led state governments 
• 1966-77 – 39 times by Congress, under Indira Gandhi 

• 1977-79 – 11 times by Opposition 

• NCTC – Why protests against it? 

• Rise of breakaway groups is a natural 
consequence as they have higher bargaining 
power. E.g. Trinamool Congress, NCP etc. 



 

Rise of regional parties 
• Nationalism or centrism? Federalism Revisited! 

– India is a “Union of states” 

• Regional aspirations unfulfilled 

• Feeling of injustice 

• Preservation of culture, language 

• Hunger for Power – Easily change alliances 

– Anti-defection bill makes defection tougher 

– 1/3rd of the members must split 

• Kingmakers – Negotiation power with own MPs 
than as MPs of a larger party 

• People voting for state parties in state elections and 
national parties in national elections 

– Rise of BJP? 



 

Pressure tactics = Coalition Dharma! 



 

Pressure tactics = Coalition Dharma! 



 

Changing Electoral Fortunes 

65.7 

6.95 4.5 

32 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

Difference in vote-share 
percentage between the 

Congress and the second-largest 
party 

Percentage of seats held by 
state & other parties 

1952 

2004 

Source: Center for the Study of Developing Societies 



 

A quick look at some names 

• Biju Janta Dal 

• Janta Dal (Secular) 

• Asom Gana Parishad 

• Shivsena 

• Maharashtra Navnirman Sena 

• Jharkhanda Mukti Morcha 

• Samajwadi Party 

• Indian National Lok Dal 

• Shiromani Akali Dal 

• People’s Democratic Party 

• Dravida Munetra Kazagham 

• All India Anna DMK 

• Trinamool Congress 

• Telugu Desam Party 

• Rashtriya Janta Dal 

• Janta Dal (United) 

• Telengana Rashtra Samiti 

• Lok Janashakti Party 

• Aam Aadmi Party 

• National Conference 



 

India 2040: 
50 states 

& 8 Union 
Territories 



 

NITI Aayog 



 



 

The Common Man! 



 

The sad story of the upliftment of the disadvantaged sections ! 



 



 



 



 



 

Thanks! 
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